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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS – TRACK/SOCCER FIELD 

 

 

Question:  Is the field safe and playable?  There are inconsistences in the surface.  Will this 

affect playability?   

 

Answer:  The field was assessed by Great Lakes Athletic Fields and found to be safe and 

playable.  Inconsistences are similar on the soccer and soccer/track fields.  The recommendation 

is for the athletic staff to work with grounds staff to address any specific areas. 

 

The soccer/track field was assessed in October 2015 by Great Lakes Athletic Fields.  This 

assessment is on our District website and can be found at this link.   

 

An update to the assessment was prepared after further review of the soccer/track field.  The 

updated assessment can be found at this link. 

 

 

Question:  Under what conditions would a Section V official indicate that the field is not 

playable?   
 

Answer:  Section V soccer chairs, Gary Pollock and Victor Vanvliet, have shared that the 

conditions of the field would not warrant such a call by an official.  In circumstances where 

weather conditions are extreme and such a decision would be made, it can be made by the 

official after the game has started or by the Athletic Director/designee. 

 

 

Question:  There is a perception that the top soil from the soccer/track field was removed in 

anticipation of an artificial turf field and that the field is essentially sand.   

 

Answer:  Great Lakes Athletic Field representative Alan Dungey advised that a boring was 

taken from the field, and it is native soil.  Sand is used in the top dressing process to ensure that 

seed have optimal opportunity to grow. 

 

 

Question:  When will our portable dugouts be ready for use? 

 

Answer:  The portable dugouts will be ready for use during the week of September 12, 2016.  

The dugouts will be used by our athletes at the Thursday, September 15, 2016 games. 

 

 

Question:  When will the new concession stand open? 

 

Answer:  Final electrical work is occurring the week of September 12, 2016.  The siding will be 

installed by Tuesday, September 20, 2016.  The stand will have the final Health Department 

inspection the week of September 19, and will thereafter be open for use. 

 

https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY02205799/Centricity/Shared/Capital%20Project%20Construction%20Phase/Soccer%20and%20Track%20Field%20Assessment.pdf
https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY02205799/Centricity/Domain/14/9.2.16%20Soccer%20and%20Track%20Field%20Assessment%20Update.pdf
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Question:  Where are the nearest rest rooms? 

 

Answer:  Bathrooms are located at Entrance 8A of the building, three (3) doors to the left of the 

cafeteria.  There will be signage installed to indicate the location of the bathrooms in the next 

few weeks.  

 

 

Question:  Why was the main soccer field moved to the track, including all the time and money 

spent to retrofit it, when the existing field has served the athletes and community so well for so 

many years? 

 

Answer:  The soccer/track stadium with bleachers and additional parking were created through 

the Capital Project Vote in 2005.  At that time, the 2005 Capital Project included $1.97 million 

athletic upgrades, including the eight-lane, all-weather track, the soccer field, bleachers, 

additional parking, and regrade of practice soccer fields.  Since 2007, the soccer/track stadium 

has been used for practices, tournaments, and modified soccer games.  Voters approved the 

addition of lights around the track as well as additional bleachers through the next Capital 

Project Vote in March 2013.  Additional enhancements to the track/soccer stadium included the 

scoreboard, cement pad (with utilities) for the concession stand, and electrical service for a future 

press box and speakers.  With the completion of the project that began in 2005, the District and 

community are in a position to use both fields. 

 

 

Question:  An official with section 5 commented that the soccer field is too large. It is the size 

of colleges and professional fields. A female player was slightly injured when she stepped onto 

the drain grate and went down face first. Also, with the new 12'x12' pads being used in all 4 

corners, players are still using the track to do corner kicks. With the proper sized High School 

soccer field, maybe some of issues can be avoided? 

 

Answer:  The National Federation of State High School Associations recommends a maximum 

soccer field size of 225 feet by 360 feet.  The size of the field closest to North Road is 221 feet 

by 354 feet, and the soccer/track field is 223 feet by 356 feet.  The size of the field is within 

parameters for a high school soccer field.   

 

We have no report of an injury related to the drain grate. 

 

We are using the mats for corner kicks, and will assess the mats to determine whether the size of 

the current mats is adequate. 

 

 

Question:  Why didn't any players or their parents get a say in the field change, because 

almost all the Wheatland-Chili soccer community doesn't like the field change. 

 

Answer:  The soccer/track stadium with bleachers and additional parking were created through 

the Capital Project Vote in 2005.  At that time, the 2005 Capital Project included $1.97 million 
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athletic upgrades, including the eight-lane, all-weather track, the soccer field, bleachers, 

additional parking, and regrade of practice soccer fields.  Since 2007, the soccer/track stadium 

has been used for practices, tournaments, and modified soccer games.  Voters approved the 

addition of lights around the track as well as additional bleachers through the next Capital 

Project Vote in March 2013, enabling both of the fields to be used by the school district and the 

community. 

 

 

Opinion:  There is some dissension in the community over the moving of the soccer field, and 

to me it is ridiculous. It is a soccer field; the school is not closing! There are much more 

important things to be focused on besides soccer. Low enrollment, teachers being laid off/or 

getting moved to part-time status, etc. We send our children to school to be educated, not to 

play soccer. Soccer is fun, fine and good, our kids’ play; at the end of the day it is not the most 

pressing issue facing our school district and never was or will be. The decision was made fair 

and square. The people complaining might not have paid attention to the details, or maybe not 

even bothered to show up to vote. Whatever the reason, I would like to see them put more 

energy in the day to day school life and stop complaining about a sport that is played only two 

months out of the school year. Priorities people! 

 

 

 


